
District Attorney Jackie Lacey has spent most of her professional life as a prosecutor, manager and 
executive in the Los Angeles County District Attorney’s Office. On Dec. 3, 2012, she was sworn in as 
the 42nd District Attorney. She was re-elected four years later without opposition.

She is the first woman and first African-American to serve as Los Angeles County District Attorney 
since the office was established in 1850.

District Attorney Lacey’s top priority is keeping the streets of Los Angeles County safe from violent 
and dangerous criminals. She is committed to safeguarding our children from human sex traffickers, 
our seniors from financial elder abuse and our communities from environmental crimes that threaten 
our health and our livelihood.

District Attorney Lacey established the Conviction Review Unit to assess claims of actual innocence 
based on newly discovered evidence. She also appointed the office’s first Professional Responsibility 
Advisor.

As chair of the Criminal Justice Mental Health Project for Los Angeles County, District Attorney Lacey 
leads a multidisciplinary working group devoted to diverting people who are mentally ill out of the 
criminal justice system for nonviolent offenses.

She initiated an ambitious plan within her office to provide free training to first responders on how to 
safely de-escalate incidents involving people in a mental health crisis.

A Los Angeles native and graduate of the University of Southern California Law School, she leads the 
largest local prosecutorial office in the nation, with a workforce of approximately 1,000 lawyers, 300 
investigators and 800 support staff employees.
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